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US plans October invasion 

SCOTT RITTER, former UN arms 
inspector in Iraq says: 

6 The Third Marine Expeditionary 
Force in California is preparing 
to have 20,000 Marines deployed 
in the (Iraq) region for ground 
combat operations by mid- 
October... 

...the Air Force has been told 
to have three air expeditionary 
wings ready for combat 
operations in Iraq by mid- 
October. 

...you better expect war in 
October.’ 




AGAINST IRAQ 



NEWS & REPORTS 


Auckland’s hospital workers strike 

Orderlies and kitchen staff at 
Auckland, Starship, National 
Women’s and Greenlane 
hospitals struck on July 18 and 
19. 

The A uckland D istrict H ealth 
Board has a major deficit, and 
says the government has ordered 
it to keep all cost increases at or 
below 2%. 

I n line with this, they are of¬ 
fering a below-inflation 2% wage 
deal. 

The board is also threatening 
to contract out the work. Last 
time this happened the contrac¬ 
tor went broke. 

Strikers told Socialist Worker 
that they didn't want to strike, but 
felt they had no choice. 

This is the first strike by these 
workers since 1987. 

The 200 workers are the low¬ 
est paid workers in the hospitals 
and don't see why they should 
have to pay for the deficit. 

They want nothing less than 3%. 



■ STOP THE NGAWHA PRISON 


Police violence at courthouse 


By VAUGHAN GUNSON 

A “nasty business.” That’s how 
one report described the 
behaviour of police at the 
Kaikohe District Court on July 

3. 

A round 200 people gathered 
at the district court to support the 
37 people arrested for trying to 
stop work on the N gawha prison 
site. 

Rows of police prevented sup¬ 
porters from entering the foyer of 
the court, forcing people to stand 
outside on a bitterly cold day. 

E ven those who had to appear 
before the court were harassed as 
they tried to enter. 

And once inside the court¬ 
room no one was allowed to 
leave. Ngapuhi kuia and 
kaumatua—who looked visibly 
ill—could not leave for food or 
drink, or even to go the toilet. 

Police tension had been build¬ 
ing all day. When the arrested, 
and the majority of their support¬ 
ers, had left 50 baton wielding 
cops marched out from behind 
the courthouse. 

Patariki Tau, one of the young 
leaders of the struggle, was walk¬ 
ing to his car when three cops 


brokeranksandjumped on him. 
Patariki hasa medical condition, 
which means any blows to the 
head can be dangerous 

A young woman who ran to 
his aid was set upon by another 
group of cops. 

The attack was totally unpro¬ 
voked, and can only be seen as a 
revenge attack against someone 
who has been prominent in the 
struggle. 

The violent actions of the po- 
lice were filmed on video, but 
police later confiscated the cam¬ 
era. 

Never-the-less a formal com¬ 
plaint against the police is being 
considered. 

Earlier in the day, there had 
been a lively march of 200 peo¬ 
ple up the main street of K aikohe. 
Outside the courthouse people 
kept up their spirits with waiata, 
which could be heard inside. 

Despite the police violence, 
which is being ignored by the 
mainstream media, those in¬ 
volved in the struggle are vowing 
to continue. 

M ama M angu, a spokesperson 
for the save N gawha campaign, 
says that they are concentrating 
on getting information to people 


all overTai Tokerau (N orthland) 
and A otearoa. 

She says there has been won¬ 
derful support from throughout 
the country. Iwi radio stations 
have been featuring the struggle 
and exposing the behaviour of 
police. 

O n the day of the court hear¬ 
ing and protest in Kaikohe, 30 
people picketed the head office 
of the Department of Corrections 
in Wellington. I n New Plymouth 
balloons were hung outside the 
local district court with messages 
saying, "Off Ngawha" and 
"Schools not prisons." 

The struggle to stop the prison 
at Ngawha—a place which 
N gapuhi consider wahi tapu (sa¬ 
cred)—is being called "the Bas¬ 
tion Point of the North". 

If itisto be successful, any fu¬ 
ture occupation will need the sup¬ 
port of the thousands of people 
around the country who are dis¬ 
gusted by the arrogance of the 
government and the racism of the 
courts. 

Contact Toi Maihi (09) 405 2121 
or Mama Mangu (09) 401 9995, 
or check out the website: 
www.ngawha.org.nz 


Raining on 
the right’s 
parade 

By GRANT BROOKES 

The Socialist Worker 
intervention into the 
“Sensible Sentencing” 
march on 17 July was 
fantastic. 

They only managed to 
rally a couple of hundred 
people, even with a week’s 
television advertising. 

Almost the entire Act 
party caucus was there, and 
it was clearly an Act event, 
with Act placards prominent 
as well. 

The “Sensible Sentenc¬ 
ing Trust” is a front for the 
right. And we were able to 
rain on their parade. 

As they gathered at Civic 
Square for their right-wing 
mobilisation, two of us 
started handing out Social¬ 
ist Worker leaflets—“Behind 
the election bullshit, THE 
CRIMES OF OUR RUL¬ 
ERS”. All the while we called 
out, “Don’t fall for their crime 
hysteria, don’t support Act”. 

Within minutes, we had 
passers-by offering to help 
us leaflet. We gave out 
handfuls to others who 
wanted to join in the 
leafleting. 

Our chanting could be 
heard in the background as 
Richard Prebble was inter¬ 
viewed for radio. Well- 
dressed “suits” came up to 
us and demanded that we 
leave—we were really bug¬ 
ging them! Three radio sta¬ 
tions interviewed us, includ¬ 
ing Radio NZ. 

But the best part was the 
response from ordinary peo¬ 
ple. We gave out hundreds 
of leaflets to bystanders, as 
the march wound it’s way 
towards Parliament for 
Prebble’s photo opportunity. 
Most of those who got a leaf¬ 
let wore a frown as they took 
it, and a smile as soon as 
they glimpsed the headline. 

Most people aren’t buy¬ 
ing Act’s beat-up about 
crime, and they’re heart¬ 
ened to see activists out 
their opposing the bullshit. 
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WHAT WE THINK 


After the election: Left must 
look outside parliament 


The election returned a Labour-led 
government, but few on the radical left will 
be celebrating. 

The Alliance has disappeared from par¬ 
liament, this was expected. 

The big disappointment was the Greens 
They got just under 7%, a small increase. 

Labour also made small gains. 

On the positive side, National have been 
humiliated, with only 21% of the vote. 

There were two big winnerson the right. 

NZ First re-built their vote to 10% with 
their race and crime campaign. 

United Future, widely seen as a "centre" 
party, climbed from zero to 7%. The media 
put a huge amount of effort into hyping 
themasa "common sense" alterative to the 
Greens. 

When the Greens took a firm stand over 
genetic engineering (GE), their poll rating 
rose as high as 11%. Why didn't this high 
continue? 

Green co-leader Rod Donald says that 
Nicky Flager'sbook Seeds of Distrust hurt the 
party. But Flager's book should have been 
political dynamite for the Greens. 

All the evidence released by the govern¬ 
ment has supported hiscondusionsthat the 



government, pressured by the biotech indus¬ 
try, chose to cover up GE contamination. 

But the Green Party leaders took an am- 
biguousstand on the issue. 

Byfailing to back Flagerand Craig Potton, 
the Green candidate who published the 
book, they made it much easier for the gov- 
ernment'sspin doctorsto bury the truth once 
more. 


All the other parties and the newspapers 
attacked the Greens over their stand on GE; 
support for decriminalising marijuana; their 
opposition to globalisation and war. 

The Greens did little to defend them¬ 
selves. 

It wasalso disappointing that they didn't 
challenge the right-wing parties on issues 
like immigration, harsher sentencing and the 
Treaty of Waitangi. 

It seemstheyhad a policy of avoiding con¬ 
troversy and public conflict with Labour. 

But if the Greens had have come out fight¬ 
ing on these issues they would have looked 
more like a serious left-wing alternative, 
ratherthan just anotherjuniorcoalition part¬ 
ner for Labour. 

The Green'sresult will end the illusion that 
the fight to keep GE out of our food and 
environment can be won in parliament. 

The same goes for stopping free trade 
agreements and New Zealand'ssupport for 
America's war without end. 

The way forward isformembersand sup- 
portersof the Greensand the Alliance to join 
with otherson the radical left in building a 
"movement of movements" against capital¬ 
ism and war. 


Health problems force leave of absence 


By GRANT MORGAN 
Secretary of Socialist Worker 

Due to bad health, I’m taking indefinite 
leave of absence from practical 
involvement in Socialist Worker. 

I've had five operations over the past 
15 months, and face at least one more. 
These have gravely weakened my physical 
vitality. 

My work has been worsening the seri¬ 
ous disabilities I suffer, including partial 
blindnessand chronic neck pain. 

I've had 15 years in leading positions 
(secretary, national organiser, editor, etc) 
in Socialist Worker and its predecessor or¬ 
ganisations Theseyearsof hard grind have 
resulted in an accumulation of stress. 

This combination of successive opera¬ 
tions, worsening disabilities and accumu¬ 
lated stress have worn me down. I need 
time out to recover. 

So I'm resigning as Socialist Worker sec¬ 
retary, and stepping down from the na¬ 
tional and Auckland executives. I've also 
flagged my unavailabilityforthenew edi¬ 
torial board. 

Thetiming couldn't be worse. There are 


real stirrings at the 
grassroots, like the 
secondary teachers' 
wildcats, high 
school students 
walkouts, nurses' 
strike votes, work¬ 
ers' return to un¬ 
ions, popularunrest 
over genetic engineering and wide oppo¬ 
sition to US war moves. 

Exciting prospects for mass fightbacks 
and socialist politics are opening up. 

This new era of rising class struggle 
means Socialist Worker must make big 
changes in our agitation, education and 
outreach to workers. All but one of the 
national committee believes Socialist 
Worker must shift to this three-pronged 
strategy: 

(1) Agitation. We need a turn to continu¬ 
ous mass leafleting so our small group 
has the means to reach out broadly to 
the radicalising masses as swiftly as 
faster-flowing events dictate. 

(2) Education. We need a monthly paper 
which exposes and opposes the whole 
system, shows why workers are central 


to human liberation and takes newly 
radicalising people beyond the likesof 
Green reformism, militant unionism and 
anti-capitalist movementism. 

(3) Outreach to workers. We need to focus 
far more on regular work around 
jobsites, which buildsourlinkswith im¬ 
portant sections of workers at a time 
when their confidence and combativity 
ison the rise. 

I remain committed to this three¬ 
pronged strategy. It's a realistic response 
by our small group to the new times. 

Having to pull out of practical work 
makes me feel like a weakling, a traitor, a 
coward. 

But I'm also realist enough to know my 
health simply won't permit me to carry on. 

Asa dues-paying member of Socialist 
Worker, my status will be a comrade on in¬ 
definite leave of absence for health reasons 
I'm sorry for not speaking about thisin 
advance with any Socialist Worker com¬ 
rades particularly those I've been together 
with for long years. The processof coming 
to this decision has been so painful that I 
simply couldn't talk it over with others. 
When my health recovers, I will be back. 
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US crimes in 
Afghanistan: 

LABOUR’S DEADLY SILENCE 


By DON FRANKS 

Weddings are traditionally a time of family rejoicing, 
or at least, an excuse for a party. But for thirty 
villagers in the Uruzgan province of Afghanistan it 
was the day they were murdered. 

The mostly women and children killed in U ruzgan 
last month were the latest to die in the U S invasion of 
A fghanistan. 

The wedding guests were bombed to death by U S 
warplanes. A hundred other people were injured, in an 
unprovoked attack which US officials tried hard to 
cover up. 

The A mericans claimed at various stages that they 
had been fired on from the ground, or that it was a 
stray bomb, or that it had been a laser guided opera¬ 
tion against a confirmed target; finally that it was a 
"tragic error". 

When the truth finally came out, president Bush 
refused to apologise to the injured or the families of 
the dead. Instead US officials kept insisting, without 
showing a shred of evidence, that the aircraft had "come 
under hostile fire". 

This "tragic error" is no isolated example. 

Last December U S planes attacked A fghans travel¬ 
ling from Paktia to celebrate the new government, kill¬ 
ing 60 and wounding 40. 


I rish film-maker Jamie Doran's documentary Mas¬ 
sacre in M azzar shows witnesses giving details of a 
massacre of 3,000 people.This atrocity took place after 
the fall of the city of Kopnduz to allies of the U S.Thou¬ 
sands of prisoners were packed into airtight contain¬ 
ers, 200-300 in each box. A bout half of them suffocated 
to death, otherswereshotand tipped into a mass grave 
in the desert. 

R eporters for the G erman newspaper D ieZ e/ttalked 
to many local people who said the operation had taken 
place in the presence of US forces. Other reports tell of 
U S troops pouring acid onto the faces of suspects and of 
routine beating and starvation of prisoners. 

DEADLY SILENCE 

When the U S killed and tortured civilians during 
their invasion of Vietnam, some Labour Party politi¬ 
cians—including Helen Clark—raised their voices in 
protest. 

I n the face of today's U S war crimes, Labour lead¬ 
ers give us dead silence. 

New Zealand government papers prepared at the 
time of A merica's attack on A fghanistan show the rea¬ 
son for Labour's deadly silence. 

The papers havejust been obtained under the Offi¬ 
cial Information Act—after Helen Clark's advisers 
withheld them seven weeks longer than they were al¬ 
lowed by law. 

I n a few brutal words, these papers show the insepa¬ 
rable connection between capitalism and war. They 
report the words of trade officials at the foreign affai rs 
ministry urging the government to help New Zealand 
big business cash in on U S aggression: 

"There are opportunitiesfor N ew Z ealand companies 
to target thissectorthrough partnering with U S suppliers 
to the Pentagon.The opportunities are not just for weap¬ 
ons— defence is a huge customer for nearly every prod¬ 
uct—from clothing to IT to consulting services" 

The documents also reveal thatClark wrote to Bush 
to tell him the SAS had arrived in Afghanistan on 12 
D ecember. I n the same letter, she congratulated the U S 
president on advancing a trade promotion authority. 

Auckland University political scientist Dr Paul 
B uchanan said the documents showed the government 
had quickly fallen into line with the U S. 

"They moved because they saw quid pro quo in 
trade." B uchanan concluded." I think we have got our¬ 
selves a flourishing weapons business—does this gov¬ 
ernment want to be known as a government permit¬ 
ting the arms business?" 


I n A pril this year a U S pilot with the call sigh "Psy¬ 
cho" killed four Canadian soldiers when he dropped a 
500-pound bomb on them. 

U S forces in A fghanistan have now killed far more 
civiliansthan died in the World Trade Centre. 

A s well as that, there is mounting evidence of tor¬ 
ture by U S troops and their allies 


Aucklanders march 
against the war 
in Afghanistan 
last year. 
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PLANS TO INVADE IRAQ 

H elen C lark's government is not alone in the "flour¬ 
ishing weapons business". 

It was revealed last week that Tony B lair's Labour 
government is increasing B ritain's military budget by 
a billion pounds, the first B ritish rise in military spend¬ 
ing for over a decade. 

Blair's death machine spend-up signals increased 
danger in the M iddle E ast. 

B lair is the closest international ally of G eorge W 
Bush, who is currently preparing a massive military 
invasion of I raq. 

The White H ouse is planing an assault from bases 
in Jordan, which will involve a force of 250,000 U S sol¬ 
diers and marines. 

The British Observer reports eyewitnesses claims 
that preparationsfor the invasion has already begun in 
the M usfaq Salti airbase in J ordan.The U S airforce is 
reported to be stocking up on munitionsand spare parts, 
setting up munition dumps in Persian G ulf states 

For some months the U S has tried to justify ag¬ 
gression against Iraq on the grounds that its leader 
Saddam H ussein will notallow weapon inspectors into 
the country. 

B ut the latest war preparations suggest that the U S 
intend to attack I raq regardless. 

J ust three weeks ago U S vice president D ick C heney 
said of I raq: "We must take the battle to the enemy." 

US and British bombing and sanctions have al¬ 
ready created a humanitarian disaster in I raq. Ac¬ 
cording to the United Nation's children's charity 
U nicef, half a million children have died as a direct 
result of the sanctions. 

A mass ground invasion of I raq would mean death 
and destruction on an even greater scale. 

PRESSURE ON CLARK 

A s the 20 J uly L istener says, "A U S war on I raq 
looks imminent". 

H elen Clark told the L istener: "I can't see any cir¬ 
cumstances where N ew Zealand would commit to a first 
strike." 

Thisshows the New Zealand government currently 
taking a different stand from other U S allies 


Standing with the U S and B ritain is A ustralian de¬ 
fence minister R obert H ill. H ill told the Sydney M orn- 
ing Herald that his government would endorse the 
U nited States taking first strike action against I raq. 

A s the L istener goes on to note, "pressure is bound 
to be exerted on Clark to sign us up for the invasion." 

The task of the anti-war movement is to exert pres¬ 
sure the other way, to keep N ew Zealand out of Bush's 
war on I raq and to force the government to recall the 
SA S currently supporting US murder and torture in 
A fghanistan. 

It was mass pressure from the anti-war movement 
that put the brakes on New Zealand involvement in 
the Vietnam War. The job of building another similar 
size anti-war movement today is a huge task, but it can 
and must be done. 

Labour's current stand off from U S invasion of I raq 
is welcome, but may not last the distance. 

The past deeds of the Labour-led government shows 
that we can't trust them to uphold the cause of peace. 

From the first U S attacks on A fghanistan until the 
present day, Labour leaders have given Bush troops 
and encouragement. Closing their ears and eyes to all 
the evidence, L abour leaders have refused to condemn 
any war crimes of the U S military. 

It's therefore most unlikely that Labour will stand 
out against a U S invasion of I raq without being pushed 
by an enormous anti-war movement. 

ACTION ESSENTIAL 

A nti-capitalist action isan essential part of building 
the anti-war movement.That's because the drive to war 
is driven by the needs of the capitalist system. 

Bush invaded A fghanistan because he could not get 
its rulers to accept his terms for an oil pipeline across 
the country. 

FI elen Clark's advisers at the head of the New 
Zealand department of foreign affairs pushed for 
N Z participation in the U S war drive as marketing 
"opportunity". 

The anti-war movement cannot be limited to oppo¬ 
nents of capitalism, and must be inclusive of everyone 
prepared to be active in the struggle for peace. 

But to pull out the root cause of modern wars, it's 
absolutely necessary to get rid of the capitalist system. 


“Very, very, very 
good friends.” 

In their election 
campaign, Labour 
stressed their new 
found friendship with 
the world’s biggest 
nuclear power. 

What will it cost to 
continue the 
relationship? 
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THE TIME TO STOP THE 
WAR ON IRAQ IS NOW’ 

Scott Ritter, former UN arms inspector in Iraq, speaks out 


SCOTT RITTER is not someone Socialist Worker would normally have much time for. He is a 
member of US president George W Bush’s Republican Party and was at the centre of US 
operations against Iraq during the 1990s. 

Yet in a packed meeting at the British Houses of Parliament in late July, Ritter demolished 
the justification for the new war that Bush is planning against Iraq. 

Here we reprint an extract from Scott Ritter’s speech. 


In America we say, “Don’t let friends drive drunk.” 
There is a drunk at the wheel of American foreign 
policy. Friends of America must stand up and stop 
the madness, and take away the key driving the 
American machine towards war. 

I am a card-carrying Republican who voted for 
G eorge W B ush for president. I am not here as a friend 
of the I raqi people. I was a weapons inspector in I raq 
from 1991-8.1 wasnotthereto befriendly but to disarm 
Iraq. 

I am here as an A merican citizen concerned about 
the state of my country which is heading down a path 
that will lead to death and destruction. It will be a war 
the like of which you have never seen. 

The U nited States of A merica has the best trained, 
the best led, the best equipped military forces the world 
has ever seen. We are the most efficient killing machine 
in the history of mankind. I raq will be destroyed with 
avengeance. 

I am a 12-year marine veteran. I fought in the first 
war agai nst I raq. W hen we talk about war, be clear that 
war means death and destruction. 

When the bullets fly there is no movie music in the 
background.You kill people.You get killed.That'swhat 
war is about.There is no such thing as a good war.There 
can be a just war. 

If I raq possesses weapons of mass destruction to¬ 
day I will be the first to sign up to wage war. For then 
Saddam H ussein is a pariah leader at the head of a 
rogue state. If Iraq has weapons of mass destruction 
then I'm with you,Tony B lair and G eorge W B ush.B ut 
back it up with evidence. 

I'll tell you what I know. I know that since Decem¬ 
ber 1998 there have not been weapons inspectors in 
I raq, and that without weapons inspectors we cannot 
know what has happened on the ground. 

B ut, as of D ecember 1998, the weapons inspectors 
had destroyed the factories that could be used to pro¬ 
duce chemical,biological or nuclear weapons.They are 
gone. 

We backed it up with monitoring and the most strin¬ 
gent controls in history to ensure that I raq wasn't re¬ 
constituting that ability. 

Wecould notaccountforeverything.Butwedo know 
that the factory where, for example, they made liquid 
bulk anthrax ceased production. We blew it up in 1996. 
L iquid bulk anthrax cannot survive for more than three 
years even under ideal storage conditions. So even if I raq 


did hide some from us it is no longer viable. 

A s of December 1998 we came close to zero level in 
terms of I raq's ability to produce or maintain weapons 
of mass destruction. Biological and chemical weapons 
must be produced in industrial facilities possessing the 
highest level of technology. I raq would have had to pro¬ 
cure much of this from abroad to reconstitute facilities 
I know that sanctions are a sieve. B ut I worked with 



An Iraqi man holds the 
body of his daughter. 

The girl and her 
sister were crushed to 
death when their house 
collapsed after an 
American AGM-130 
missile struck the Al 
Jumhuriya 
neighbourhood of 
Basra on January 25, 
1999. 

Five others died in 
the attack. 

The photo was taken 
by Nabil Al Jorani. 

Bombings and 
missile attacks are an 
almost daily occurrence 
since the “end” of the 
1991 Gulf War. 

George Bush Junior 
wants to add to the 
horror. 
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the best intelligence agencies in the world. If I raq were 
to attempt to acquire this equipment they would be de¬ 
tected. Even if they got it and attempted to reconstitute 
a biological, chemical or nuclear factory, it is detectable. 

When you have the prime minister of G reat Britain 
or president of the U nited States speak of a dossier [of 
evidence against I raq], demand this dossier. 

The Bush administration has such a hunger for war 
with I raq.They are desperate for any evidence to jus¬ 
tify war with I raq. I f the U S had any credible informa¬ 
tion it would be on the front page of every A merican 
newspaper tomorrow. 

We are told we're going to war with I raq because 
Iraq represents a threat to our national security. We 
are told they possess weapons of mass destruction and 
are linked with A I Qaida and terrorism. 

0 ne— here are no weapons of mass destruction in 
Iraq. 

Two—you cannot link Saddam H ussein to the ter¬ 
rorism of 11 September or anti-Western terror groups. 

Three—there is no record of Saddam H ussein pro¬ 
viding anybody with weapons of mass destruction. 

If this is not a national security issue, why are we 
doing it? It is about A merican domestic politics 

We have in Washington DC an administration that 
hasavisceral hatred of everything the Clinton admin¬ 
istration stood for, including his unwillingness to deci¬ 
sively confront I raq. 

They spent time developing an ideology that es¬ 
pouses regime change in Iraq,and unilateralism infor- 
eign policy—we don't need the rest of the world, the 
U nited N ations or international law. 

We will do this, they say, because we are A merica— 
we are the sole remaining superpower, and we can get 
away with it.T his has become policy— a partofthe neo¬ 
conservatives' ideology. 

I have been accused of being unpatriotic, an enemy 
of the state. I'm a decorated 12-year marine veteran who 
has put my life on the line for my country. I am exercis¬ 
ing my constitutional duty to hold my elected representa¬ 
tives accountable for what they do in my name. 

If we go to war against I raq we are only reinforc¬ 
ing the case put forward by 0 sama B in Laden and his 
associates. 

They said 11 September was the opening salvo in a 
clash of civilisations between the West and I slam. M ost 
of Islam rejected thisThey said,"No way, 0 sama.You 
don't speak for us." 

If we replaced Saddam H ussein, what will follow? 

I don't believe that the U S has the stomach to oc¬ 
cupy Iraq for any length of time. When the US with¬ 
draws from I raq ourappointed governmentwill collapse, 
and what will replace it will be I slamic fundamentalist. 

M any states in the region also have regimes whose 
populations are becoming more and more restive. Y ou 
could seeadomino effect—Saudi A rabia, Kuwait,Tur¬ 
key, E gypt—and Osama Bin Laden will have won. 

A n invasion of I raq is the quickest way to give legiti¬ 
macy to the men who attacked the U S on 11 September. 

There is a momentum developing for war on I raq. 

I n California 20,000 marines are training for taking part 
in a major ground operation in Iraq as early as 0cto- 
ber this year. Boeing is accelerating delivery of smart 
bombs so we can be in a position to wage war as early 
as October. 

Once you start deploying troops, committing eco¬ 
nomic, military and political capital to war with I raq, then 
war becomes inevitable. 

The time to stop war with I raq is now. 

If you in B ritain are able to create a shift in the policy 
of the B lair government you will have achieved a vic¬ 
tory of tremendous proportions which will motivate 
people in A merica. 

M any A mericans feel powerless to stop this war. 
They need an example. I appeal to the B ritish to lead 
by example. Stop this war. 


TALKING UNION 


Arbitration: a 
‘fantastic choice’? 


By DON FRANKS 

This article is being written 
against a background of 
squabbling sounds from 
“Morning Report”. The loudest 
noise in the mix comes from 
education minister Trevor 
Mallard trying to lean on the 
teachers union officials. 

The minister wants secondary 
teachers to agree that their pay 
dispute be settled by arbitration. 
He wants that agreement right 
now and is impatient with the idea 
of rank and file teachers taking 
time to consider that option. 

The notion of an “independent 
panel’’ deciding the outcome of 
the teacher's dispute is being 
presented as some sort of brand 
new form of industrial relations. 

“Arbitration—letting a third party 
sort out a dispute—is almost un¬ 
heard of in New Zealand” claims 
the July 13 Dominion Post. 

In fact arbitration has been cen¬ 
tral to New Zealand industrial life 
for over a century. Arbitration Tri- 
bunals to deal with industrial dis¬ 
putes have existed in New Zea¬ 
land since 1894, long before 
compulsory state arbitration was 
introduced in any other country. 

The system provided that if dis¬ 
putes were not settled voluntar¬ 
ily at district conciliation boards, 
they went to the Court of Arbitra¬ 
tion, where a Supreme Court 
judge presided. There, assessors 
representing employers and un¬ 
ions made their submissions and 
the decision of the court was fi¬ 
nal and binding. 

Arbitration was first welcomed 
by many unionists, who’s eco¬ 
nomic power had been reduced 
by high unemployment in the 
1880s, and the defeat of the Mari¬ 
time Strike of 1890. 

Skilled workers especially ben¬ 
efited by several early arbitration 
decisions, but they came at a 
price. 

Once registered under the Act, 
unions could not legally strike 
during the life of their arbitration 
award. 

By 1900, court awards were fail¬ 
ing to keep pace with cost of liv¬ 
ing increases. 

1906 saw the first strike for more 
than a decade, a reaction to the 
fact that real wages were lower 
across the board than in 1894. 


The union movement in 
Aotearoa has debated the mer¬ 
its of arbitration for over a hun¬ 
dred years. 

Conservative union officials 
have always liked arbitration. It 
means that disputes are control¬ 
led from the top, making the pro¬ 
fessional union leaders appear ir- 
replaceably important. 

Arbitration has traditionally 
been opposed by militant work¬ 
ers, who see in direct mass ac¬ 
tion a surer guarantee that work¬ 
ers can win what they really want. 

The union movement as a 
whole has gravitated towards ar¬ 
bitration as a temporary solution 
in times of weakness, such as the 
period of high unemployment in 
the 1880s. 

Always reluctant to accept any 
restraint on their “right to manage 
their own business”, employers 
are reluctant to accept arbitration 
when worker's organisation is in 
a weakened state. But when 
workers are organised and deter¬ 
mined, bosses and their yes-men 
suddenly get very keen on the ar¬ 
bitration option. 

Now is one of those times. 

The power of teachers’ wildcats 
has punched numerous holes in 
the government’s initial refusal to 
improve teachers’ pay and con¬ 
ditions. The latest concession 
forced by teachers is Mallard’s 
turnaround on NCEA workloads, 
which he now agrees impose “far 
too much work” on teachers. 

In an attempt to blunt the teach¬ 
ers’ fightback Mallard now ur¬ 
gently wants the decision on 
teachers' contracts to be finally 
decided by a small panel, condi¬ 
tional on all industrial action be¬ 
ing cancelled. 

The Dominion Post presents 
the proposed head of this panel 
Bruce Murray, as a “fantastic 
choice”. 

“He has the respect of all prin¬ 
cipals and teachers” they quote 
one principal as saying. 

Secondary teachers Socialist 
Worker has talked to indicate a 
greater range of opinion. 

“He might be alright, but our 
best bet is still direct action”, was 
a typical response. 

The historical experience of ar¬ 
bitration in the trade union move¬ 
ment is summed right up in that 
teacher’s reply. 
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PETERS 
PLAYS THE 
RACECARD 


By DAVID COLYER 

WHAT WINSTON IS SAYING 

I n his election campaign, New Zealand First leader 
Winston Peters claimed the country is being "invaded 
by immigrants". 

At the start of the campaign, Peters compared 
himself with French Nazi leader Jean M arie Le Pen, 
saying the latter's success "has been largely attributed 
to his stance on immigration". 

I s it an accident that W inston's words echo the racist 
propaganda of the N azis? 

H itler's slogan was "0 ne people, 0 ne state, 0 ne 
leader". Peters wants"0 ne C ountry, 0 ne N ation, 0 ne 
People". 

In another speech he compared immigrants to farm 
animals; saying great care must be taking in selecting 
"replacement stock", warning against letting in "strays 
and rejects". 

In case you were in any doubt about which 
immigrants he means, Peters warns against 
"A sianification by stealth". 

FI esaysA siansand other non-E uropean immigrants 
are members of an "alien culture" and are "jeopardising 
our safety and our future". 

FI e blames them for Auckland'stransport problems, 
"strain on the health and education systems", and price 
rises 

ANTI-ESTABLISHMENT? 

Peters is trying to tap into the deep dissatisfaction 
with the free market and policies followed by successive 
governments since 1984. 

FI e says that he is "the voice of ordinary K iwis— of 
the people L abour and N ational have forgotten over 
the past 15 years" 

Peters tries to link immigration to globalisation and 
the power of multinational corporations 

"We are handing over our country to someone else 
when it is our duty to serve New Zealanders", and 
"selling our country out", he says. 

But he also attacks the Greens—who actively 
oppose globalisation and free trade deals—for being 
"anti-trade". 

It is true that "ordinary K iwis" are not in control of 
this country. 

Peters should know, he's used histimein parliament 
to make sure of it. 

FI e was a minister in the N ational government that 
introduced the anti-worker E mploymentContractsA ct 
(E CA ) and benefit cuts in 1991. 


I n 1996 he led NZ First into a coalition with National. 
D espite being the deputy prime minister and treasurer, 
Peters did nothing to challenge the power of big 
business. 

In two pre-election statements Council of Trade 
U nions president R ossWilson warned workers against 
voting for NZ First and the other right-wing parties 

"The record for this term shows very clearly that 
N Z First voted in parliament against the E mployment 
R elations A ct, the two ACC bills, and paid parental 
leave." 

R oss Wilson blames the "the present situation" of 
"long working hoursand pressureon families" on "the 
N ational government's E mployment ContractsA ct". 

Working people, he says, "should be aware that the 
National Party, Act, New Zealand First, and United 
Future all voted against repealing the ECA only two 
years ago". 

But Peters is able to make criticisms because 
Labour's approach is not significantly different to 
N ational's 

Trevor M al lard's refusal to give the teachers a decent 
pay rise is just the latest example of the refusal by 
successive governments to adequately fund education, 
health and other services 

UNPOPULAR POPULISM 

Peters' attacks on immigration have been described 
as"popularist". 

The suggestion from journalists and other learned 
political commentators is that the "race card" appeals 
to the "common people". 

Yet, despite the collapse in National's vote, New 
Zealand First only attracted one in ten voters. 

Peters has said that, "Ordinary Kiwis know 
something is seriously wrong with our immigration 
policy". 

But in A pril, a survey by the A sia 2000 Foundation 
found that people with a negative view of Asian 
immigration into New Zealand had fallen from 36% in 
1997 to 28% this year; those with a positive view 
remained steady on 32%. 

Over the same time positive attitudes towardsA sian 
students increased from 51% to 62%. 

THE NUMBERS GAME 

Peters' claims that New Zealand's population has 
been growing by "53,000 immigrants every year" 
doesn't add up. 

In a very good article called "Auckland's 
immigration influx being used as election weapon" the 


Is it an 
accident that 
Winston’s 
words echo 
the racist 
propaganda of 
the Nazis? 
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NZ Herald recorded that: More recently, attacks on jobs and wagesarejustified 

"When departures are taken into account, the by the need to be "internationally competitive", 
country's net gain for the M ay 2002 year was 31,200." Then and now the myth of national unity is used to 
A nd, as the H erald also notes, "foreign students are suppress the conflict of interests between the elite class 
the biggest component". of big business and bureaucrats, and the working class 

M any students fit the "long-term arrival" category majority, 
because their courses take more than 12 months, but it 


is incorrect to portray them as permanent migrants. FIGHTING RACISM 

A nother gaping hole in Peters' claims is the fact that, On election night, Winston Peters promised that he 
overall, there was an outflow of people in 1998, 1999 would continueattacking immigrantsaftertheelection. 
and 2002. A Itogether 23,930 more people left the The experience of socialists in France, where the 
country than entered it in these three years. Nazi Le Pen came second in the presidential elections, 

and England, where the Nazi British National Party 
IMMIGRATION AND THE ECONOMY has won city council seats, shows that when prominent 

"Population and economic experts argue that with politicians attack immigrants, they give courage to 
falling fertility rates and, of course, the inability to stop racists and N azis 

New Zealanders leaving, immigration offers the only Their experience also shows that to fight the racist 
long-term means to increase the population, politicians we need at two-pronged approach, 
particularly the labour force needed to drive the The first prong is to expose the lies of the racists, 

economy," so said the NZ Herald on 13 June. The second is to fight against the poverty, 

O ne of those "experts" is WestpacTrust's chief powerlessness and despair that racism breeds in. 
economist Adrian Orr. In the bank's Economic Only by building a radical left alternative can we 
Overview for the December 2001 quarter, he argued ensure that dissatisfaction with Labour's support for 
that: the "profits before people" policies of corporate 

"Immigration is very positive for the economy, globalisation leadsto a united fight back that can build 
especially given the tight labour market and recent a better world for all grassroots people, 
concern over the 'brain drain'. Migrants bring skills, 
contacts in new markets, and entrepreneurial drive." 

Of course,A drian O rr is speaking from the point of 
view of what is good for business, not workers 

Bosses hope to use migrants to end skill shortages 


and keep wages down. 

However, the point remains that in a capitalist 
economy, the level of unemployment is determined not 
by the number of workers, but by the size and strength 
of the economy. 

I mmigration boosts the economy by increasing the 
number of consumers, and the number of workers who 
can produce wealth. 

A n other factor in unemployment is the ability of 
workersto organise and fight redundancies or the boss's 
attempts to make existing workers to do more, rather 
than hiring more people. 

Workers' resistance is also the key to 
pushing wages up. But workers can't 
fight effectively if they are divided by 
racism. 

That's why unions must welcome all 
workers—regardless of their skin 
colour, what language they speak or how 
long they have been in the country. 


NASTY NATIONALISM 

I n attacking A sian immigrants and 
Treaty of Waitangi settlements, Peters 
says he is "standing up for our society, 
our values and traditions, and a cohesive 
united country". 

National Party leader Bill English 
and Labour Party leader H elen Clark 
also talk of the importance of 
"nationalism". 

But it is simply not true that New 
Zealand is one united country, whose 
residents share common interests, and 
it never has been. 

The New Zealand state which our 
politicianswantto head, isfounded on 
the slaughter and dispossession of 
M aori people, the theft or their land 
and destruction of their culture. 

Racist immigration policies, which 
tried to exclude people who didn't fit 
the "A ryan" ideals of B ritish E mpire, 
was another prop on which New 
Zealand nationalism wasfounded. 




ft 


£ ’ Aucklander Len 

Richards was one of 
ML many to welcome the 

Afghan refugees from 
. * 1 the Tampa to 

Aotearoa. 
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CONTACT THE 
SOCIALISTS IN 
YOUR AREA 


★ NORTHLAND 


Phone: Vaughan (09) 433 8897 
Email: vaughang@ihug.co.nz 


★ AUCKLAND 


Meets 7.30pm every Tuesday at the 
Trade Union Centre, 147 Great North Rd, 
Grey Lynn. Transport available. 

Phone: Len 634 3984 
Email: socialist-worker@pl.net 


★TAURANGA 


Phone: Tony 544 1859 
Email: hatosnell@hotmail.com 


★ ROTORUA 


Phone: Bernie 345 9853 
Email: bernieh@clear.net.nz 


★ NEW PLYMOUTH 


Email: edithandal@pocketmail.com.au 


★ WELLINGTON 


Meets 7.30pm every Monday at Room 2, 
Crossways (back entrance), Elizabeth St, 
Mt Victoria. 

Phone: Gordon 972 2296 
Email: gfarris@i4free.co.nz 


★ CHRISTCHURCH 


Phone: Don 385 5268 
Email: dwa@netaccess.co.nz 


★ TIMARU 


Phone: Vaughan 686 6498 


★ NATIONAL OFFICE 


Socialist Worker members elsewhere in 
Aotearoa and our sister organisations 
overseas can be contacted through 
Socialist Worker's national office. 

Phone: (09) 634 3984 

Fax: (09) 634 3936 

Write: PO Box 13-685 Auckland 

Email: socialist-worker@>pl.net 


Socialist Worker 
is on the internet 

http://au.geocities.com/swo_nz/ 
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Socialist Worker 

WHERE WE STAND 



SOCIALISM 

Capitalism is a system of exploitation 
which generates inequality, crisis and war. 
Although workers create society’s wealth, 
it is controlled by the ruling class for its 
own selfish ends. 

Socialism can only be built when the 
working class takes control of social 
wealth and democratically plans its 
production and distribution to meet 
human needs, not private profits. This will 
eliminate all class divisions in society. 

Stalinist countries such as China and 
Cuba, just like the former Soviet Union 
and the Eastern bloc, have nothing to do 
with socialism. They are state capitalist. 
We support the struggles of workers 
against every dictatorial stalinist ruling 
class. 

REVOLUTION NOT REFORMISM 

The present system cannot be 
reformed to end exploitation and oppres¬ 
sion, contrary to what Alliance, Labour 
and union leaders claim. It must be 
overthrown by the working class. 

Capitalism’s parliament, army, police 
and judiciary protect the ruling class. 
These institutions cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 

To pave the way to socialism the 
working class needs a new kind of 
state—a democratic workers state based 
on workers councils and workers militia. 

INTERNATIONALISM 

Workers in every country are exploited 
by capitalism, so the struggle for social¬ 
ism is global. 

We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. We fight 
racism and imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. We support all 
genuine national liberation struggles. 


We are internationalists because 
socialism depends on spreading working 
class revolutions around the world. 

LIBERATION FROM 
OPPRESSION 

We fight for democratic rights. We 
oppose the oppression of women, Maori, 
Pacific Islanders, lesbians and gays. 

All forms of oppression are used to 
divide the working class. 

We support the right of all oppressed 
groups to organise for their own defence. 
Their liberation is essential to socialist 
revolution and impossible without it. 

TINO RANGATIRATANGA 

We support the struggle for Maori self 
determination. 

The government’s approach to Treaty 
claims has benefited a Maori elite while 
doing little for working class Maori. 

Tino rangatiratanga cannot be 
achieved within capitalism. It will only 
become a reality with the establishment 
of a workers' state. 

REVOLUTIONARY PARTY 

To achieve socialism the most militant 
sections of the working class have to be 
organised into a mass revolutionary 
socialist party. 

We are in the early stages of building 
such a party through involvement in the 
day-to-day struggles of workers and the 
oppressed. 

The Socialist Workers Organisation 
must grow in size and influence to provide 
leadership in the struggle for working class 
self-emancipation. 

We need to revitalise the unions with a 
rank-and-file movement. 

If you like our ideas and want to fight 
for socialism, then join us. 


® If you like reading Socialist Worker, send in this form: * 

| □ I want to attend a socialist meeting | 

1 n | want to join the Socialist Workers Organisation ® 

I □ I want to subscribe to Socialist Worker (enclose $30 for a year) I 

I NAME.PHONE. I 

j ADDRESS. | 

■ EMAIL. | 

I Post to Socialist Worker, PO Boc 13-685 Auckland I 

L_J 































I CAN WEl 


■ STIRRINGS AT THE GRASSROOTS. Never before has 
New Zealand seen wildcat strikes by high school students and 
their teachers. It’s time to get organised to change the system. 


CHANGE 
THE SYSTEM 


Grassroots people in Aotearoa are standing up 
and demanding decent incomes, more 
democracy, global peace and a sustainable 
environment. For instance: 

• Tens of thousands of high school students 
walked out of classes around the country. 

• Secondary teachers at more than 50 
colleges went on wildcat strikes over the 
heads of their union officials. 

• Overworked and underpaid nurses in 
Auckland voted by 95% to strike. 

• Large numbers have shown their 
opposition to the state terrorism of 
America and Israel. 

• The massive GE-free movement is 
solidly against corporate control. 

How can we link struggles like these 
together so they become a far more 
powerful ‘movement of movements’? 

How can we educate ourselves and 
others about capitalism’s strategy of 
armed globalisation? 


How can we overcome the power of the 
corporate media and connect with the masses 
of people who want a better society? 

These are burning questions at this time of 
growing revolt against the system. 

Individuals and small groups are simply 
overwhelmed by such questions. Only a large 
socialist collective can solve them. 

Revolutionary socialists must work together 
and grow in numbers. 

We must become big enough to challenge 
the whole rotten system at the same time 
as demanding immediate reforms. 

So what’s the next step? 

A Broad Assembly of Socialist Worker is 
meeting in Auckland on the weekend of 
17-18 August. 

The Broad Assembly is open to all who 
want to work with Socialist Worker for a 
world without injustice and war. 

Interested? To register, flip page. 
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A Broad Assembly of Socialist Worker 
meets in Auckland on the weekend of 17-18 
August. These topics will be debated out: 

• Capitalism’s strategy of armed globalisation. 

• The global resistance to capitalism and war. 

• The ideas and organisation of reformism a 

(such as Labour & Greens). ^ 

• The revolutionary socialist tradition. 

• How revolutionaries work in the unions. 

• How revolutionaries oppose 

capitalism’s oppressions. M 

• How revolutionaries work in 

broad coalitions. ^ 




How revolutionaries relate to 
parliament and elections. 

How to connect socialism 
with the masses. 

Why we must build 4 

Socialist Worker ^ 

and how to do it. 


Cr 


So you want 
a democratic, 
co-operative and 
sustainable society? 
Come to the Broad Assembly 
and work with Socialist Worker. 

Together we can create a 
much larger socialist alternative 
to capitalism’s injustice and war. 

To register for the Broad Asembly, 


ViWiXMWil 



■ The reasons behind the 
Broad Assembly—flip page 


(09) 634 3984 or post in the form below. 


/ I want to register for the Broad Assembly of 
Socialist Worker in Auckland on 17-18 August. 

NAME. 

EMAIL. 

ADDRESS. 


PHONE.MOBILE. 

UNION (if any). 

PARTY AFFILIATION (if any). 

Post to Socialist Worker, Box 13-685, Auckland 

i_i 
















